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PUBLIC TRANSPORT — LIGHT RAIL 
832. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
Before asking my question, on behalf of the member for Girrawheen I acknowledge the staff and students from 
Girrawheen Senior High School in the gallery today. 
I refer to the Premier’s comments in March this year that he had been warned at the Council of Australian 
Governments by other Premiers and chief ministers to beware of light rail, and I quote — 

… due to the high costs of construction, high costs of operation and sometimes very poor patronage 
results. That was the warning around the table from states, both Liberal and Labor, … 

(1) Given that the Premier is now asking for money from the commonwealth for light rail, can he detail the 
further advice he has received that has changed his mind yet again? 

(2) Has there ever been a point in the history of this government when the Metro Area Express light rail 
plan has been fully funded and fully costed?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) Is the Leader of the Opposition serious? Yes, there was an informal conversation of Premiers at a 

Council of Australian Governments meeting over a year ago. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Withdraw that, please. 
Ms M.M. Quirk: I said “relying” not “lying”. 

The SPEAKER: Sorry; maybe my ears are not all that good. Member for Girrawheen, you are doing a lot of 
interjecting today, so please settle down. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, there was just an informal conversation a year ago at a COAG meeting and 
Campbell Newman questioned the light rail project on the Gold Coast in terms of its patronage and cost. There 
were other comments about light rail. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: People have conversations — 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There is no point, Mr Speaker. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: When I get asked a question by or have a conversation with the media, I am honest; I just 
simply say what comes to mind. I do not hide things. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I speak my mind, and I just simply relayed — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No. There was a conversation. So what? 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston! Let us try to get this going. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There was a conversation; it was only a casual conservation. The then Premier of 
Queensland made the point that there were some issues about light rail, particularly its cost. He talked about the 
patronage on the Gold Coast. Although it was not high, I understand it has probably improved since that time. 
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That is it. It was a conversation. So what? Our policy is still to proceed with the light rail project. We deferred it 
for three years. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Is the member serious? Just be serious for a moment. It is just immature behaviour from 
the opposition. 

Our policy position is to support a light rail project in the northern suburbs of Perth. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Minister for Transport, quite properly and with my full support and approval, is 
looking at bus alternatives. Of course we should test that in terms of cost, patronage, impact on urban renewal 
and the like, and that is what is happening. When that work is completed, we will compare the two. Obviously, 
financial matters matter because, with the fall in iron ore prices and the fall in the GST, which is still 30c in the 
dollar, our ability to fund Roe 8, the airport rail project and light rail all at once is not possible. The public 
understands that. It is not possible to do three major transport projects at once. It is not possible to do that, so we 
have deferred it. We are examining all aspects of that project. That is what government does and should do. 
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